
Fourth Sunday of Lent – Year A 

 

Nobody could have imagined, let alone predicted the 

outcome of the prophet Samuel’s visit to the house of 

Jesse.  That a royal anointing would have been applied 

to the eighth oldest son—who was still a youth, no 

less—that surprised even Samuel the man of God.  

Everyone in the room had been blind to that possibility. 

That sort of blindness can be lifted in a lot of ways.  

When a person makes a remark like “Five years ago I 

could never have imagined that I would be doing this,” 

the story involves a turn of events or a realization which 

“opened” their eyes.  They awaken to a future that lies 

outside the universe of their expectations. 

On the day of a chance encounter between Jesus and a 

blind beggar on the road, I’m going to assume that the 

man, who woke up that morning thinking it would be a 

day like any other, has his eyes opened to a whole new 

reality.  It is done to him without him even knowing to 

ask for it. 

Amazing!  I don’t know too much about your story, 

Samantha, but I’m willing to bet that you can relate to 

what happened to the blind beggar.  Did you ever 

imagine five years ago that you would be only weeks 

away from being baptized in the Catholic Church?  Who 

would ever have thought, right? 

The story that John presents only begins with a miracle, 

though.  The major part of it really has to deal with how 

people respond to what has happened.  The person who 

has been the recipient of the miracle does the best job of 

making room for it in his life.   
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The transformation from blindness to being able to see 

is so obvious to him that it makes him resistant to 

pressure coming from others to discount it or to see it 

for something other than it is.  He is not about to deny 

his own experience. 

 The “seeing” people in the story have the most work to 

do.  They have gotten used to interpreting events in a 

particular way—one that works to their advantage.  And 

in that particular interpretation, God should not be 

condoning what Jesus is doing.   

In their minds the healing of a blind beggar without 

even checking to see whether he is a faithful child of 

Abraham, and on a sabbath no less, is about as likely to 

please God as picking the eighth oldest son to be king of 

Israel.   

Their only solution is to look for some explanation other 

than the one staring them in the face:  Jesus is more than 

just a rabbi who can offer explanations for where the 

blame for sin lies.  He is the bringer of light—physical 

healing, but also understanding, and ultimately faith that 

leads to life. 

To his credit the previously blind beggar receives the 

light and lets it illuminate his soul. He comes to believe 

in the Son of Man, and lets his experience lead to 

worship. 

What is the quality of our faith like?  Does it have to do 

with God acting in predictable, “tried-and-true” ways so 

that our only question is “Why is he waiting so long?”   
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Or do we have a faith that is open to something new 

being created in our midst, something we didn’t see 

coming?   

If we tend toward that first way, we need to know that 

we will be resistant to moments when God’s ways make 

themselves known.   

We will run the risk of wanting to look for some other 

explanation, one that fits our preferences, all the while 

being blind to what is really happening, and how grace 

is present in even the most unexpected places. 

In short, we won’t grow.  We won’t be taking part in the 

awesome mystery of God’s love in a way that engages 

our whole being, not just the part we are familiar with.   

We will miss the moment when, in what seems like only 

a chance encounter, God makes himself known, as he is, 

and invites us to understanding and, ultimately, to 

worship. 


